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In July 2016, she presented with
blood in her urine. It was treated as
a urinary tract infection (UTI).

IT IS ESTIMATED THAT 1,196
PEOPLE WILL DIE FROM
BLADDER CANCER IN
AUSTRALIA IN 2018.

A few months passed, and her urine
flow became interrupted. She
returned to her GP and was quickly
referred to the urologist.

Bladder cancer is little known with
minimal exposure and financial
support. However it affects
thousands of people in Australia
every year, both directly and
indirectly. Although it has one of
the worst fatality rates, it can also
be successfully treated with early
diagnosis.

Anna showed none of the typical
bladder cancer risk factors - she
was fit and healthy, a practicing
nutritionist, a non-smoker, and a
very calm person.
The diagnosis was a very rare,
aggressive form of small cell,
muscle-invasive, metastatic bladder
cancer.

Our aim is to help Australians
recognise and act when they notice
symptoms.
With your help, we can save lives
and spare families grief and
suffering.

Despite the best medical care
available, Anna’s battle was – at
every stage – the ‘worst case
scenario’.

BEAT BLADDER CANCER INC
BEAT Bladder Cancer Australia Inc
(BEAT) was founded in March 2018
and achieved registered charity
status in May.

She endured a radical cystectomy
with neobladder, chemotherapy,
radiotherapy and immunotherapy,
but there was just no getting ahead
of the disease.

Its founding team has extensive
experience in urology, community
and GP education, marketing,
governance, business strategy and,
importantly, the voice of the
bladder cancer patient.

THE VOICE OF OUR ANNA
Anna Lynch was 45, a mother of
two young children and a loving
wife to Adam. In September 2017,
after a 14-month battle with
bladder cancer, she tragically
passed away.
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Throughout her sickness, and with
the hope she would get better,
Anna became passionate about
creating greater awareness of
bladder cancer symptoms. She
discovered that bladder cancer can
be effectively treated if found early,
but people simply don’t know
about it.

BLADDER CANCER FACTS
Blood in the urine can be a
symptom and must be investigated
immediately. Other signs might
include urgency, pain, burning
urine and UTI symptoms.

“Anna was my wife. I am so very
proud of her beauty, her grace, her
bravery, her thoughtfulness for
others, her strength, and her
unwavering positivity through all of
this.

3000 CASES
ANNUALLY IN
AUSTRALIA

During her illness, she inspired so
many people to see the beauty that
is all around us; and to slow down,
to stop ‘doing’ and just ‘be’. This is
very difficult to do in the fast-paced
world we live in, but it rubbed off on
all who knew her – this was her
legacy.

HIGHEST
RECURRENCE
RATE OF ALL
CANCERS

There is no way that this wave of
emotion, passion and momentum
could go to waste, and for us not to
pursue Anna’s dream of raising
bladder cancer awareness.

AFFECTS BOTH
MEN AND
WOMEN

I ask you to join me, join us in
preventing this tragic story from
tearing apart the lives of other
families.

MOST
EXPENSIVE
CANCER TO
DIAGNOSE &
TREAT

I hope you are proud of us Anna.”

- ADAM LYNCH, ANNA’S HUSBAND,
AND PRESIDENT OF BEAT BLADDER
CANCER AUSTRALIA INC

Data source: Australian Institute of Health and Welfare
(AIHW), https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/cancer/cancerin-australia-2017/data
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OUR ACHIEVEMENTS
Following significant interest in
BEAT, we have strong
engagement with a number of
sponsors to drive BEAT awareness
into the medical community,
provide funding to our key
projects, and offer skilled
resource support.

Through passion and collaboration,
we have set the foundations for
BEAT to really make a difference:
We have a highly engaged
Management Committee, with a
broad cross-section of skills and
experience, that meets monthly.

We launch the cornerstone of our
community awareness strategy –
our BEAT website and social
media presence in November
2018, this will provide an
unrivalled patient-centric
experience.

On 27th May 2018 we held our
first awareness and fundraising
event, the inaugural ‘Anna’s
Walk’. In memory of Anna Lynch,
the event attracted over 300
people and raised over $10,000.
We have an active patient
advisory committee, which
ensures that the patient and
carer voice is at the heart of
everything we do.

We have partnered and are active
contributors to the Facebook
group, ‘Bladder Cancer Support –
Australia/New Zealand’ (approx
300 members).

We have an active medical
advisory team comprising a
number of very highly regarded
medical professionals.

We have been invited as guest
speakers to bladder cancer
community events.
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OUR FUTURE
We have a clear and prioritised Business Plan which directly drives benefits to both
our patient/carer and GP communities:
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OUR FOUNDING TEAM

Professor David Gillatt,
Vice President and
Patron
(Medical expertise,
industry influencer)

Adam Lynch, President
(Business strategy,
project management)
Adam supported Anna
through her lost battle
with bladder cancer and has taken
on her legacy to raise awareness of
the disease and carry the torch for
her and other families whose lives
have been touched by bladder
cancer.
He has worked in Europe, North
America and Australia over a 20year career in driving business
strategy, ‘turning strategy into
execution’, and project
management across both startups
and corporate organisations.

Professor David Gillatt is a leading
prostate and bladder cancer
surgeon, with more than 25 years
experience performing over 2000
resections worldwide.
Recognised as one of the world's
foremost robotic surgeons, he
currently holds the position of
Director of medical services and
Professor of Urological Oncology
and Robotics at MQ
Health/Macquarie University
Hospital, Sydney.
He brings leadership and valuable
insights into medicine and is
responsible for establishing the MQ
Health Haematuria Clinic with the
aim of fast tracking patients to see
the urologist when symptoms of
bladder cancer arise.
He has also founded and chaired
Action Bladder Cancer ABC UK and
has an interest in cancer
survivorship and patient support.
His previous roles include Clinical
Director of Urology at Southmead
Hospital; and Medical Director of
the Bristol Urological Institute,
where he established the Prostate
Cancer Care and Research Centre.

Tricia Rowlison,
Secretary
(GP awareness /
education expertise,
grant opportunities)
Tricia is an accomplished primary
healthcare CEO, with a clinical
background in mental health and
community health education. She
has over 20 years’ experience
working within Divisions of General
Practice Network. She has held
positions of CEO at the North West
Slopes Division of General Practice,
Senior Manager with the Alliance of
NSW Divisions, and CEO GP
Network Northside (GPNN).
She has a professional interest in
early intervention, detection and
prevention within primary
healthcare.
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Michael Lynch,
Treasurer
(NFP and charity
committee governance)

Helen Pryor,
Committee
(Community
awareness/
education expertise)

Michael is the Chairman
of Huon Valley Financial Services
Ltd, a publicly listed company that
owns and operates four Bendigo
Community Bank Branches in the
Huon Valley in southern Tasmania.
He is also the President of the
Tasmanian Conservation Trust – the
oldest state-wide, non-government
conservation organisation in the
state.

Helen has a Bachelor of Education
and has worked in community
education for over 30 years. Much
of this work has been with the nongovernment sector, developing and
implementing community
programs to facilitate energy
efficiency in domestic and small
business sectors.
She is an author and experienced
at applying for grants, writing and
editing brochures, developing
interpretive signage, running
workshops and conferences,
managing websites and developing
educational tools.

Dr. Kalli Spencer,
Committee
(Urology and
oncology expertise)

Christine LaRose
Committee
(Patient perspective)

Kalli is a urological surgeon with
a special interest in oncology. He is
currently a Urology Fellow at
Macquarie University Hospital
mastering robotic surgery for the
management of various urological
cancers including bladder cancer.
He is a keen academic, completing a
Masters Degree in Urology, publishing
research papers as well as teaching
students, interns and medical officers
at the University.
He has a particular interest in health
advocacy, raising awareness of cancer
in the community through numerous
public talks and radio presentations
and is excited to move into the social
media space with BEAT to spread the
message to a much wider audience.

Christine has a
Bachelor degree of
Applied Science and worked for
many years as a Business Analyst
and Project Manager.
Most recently she has been an
expat in Japan, China and the
Czech Republic. Whilst overseas,
she spent time doing volunteer
work for primary school children
and charity groups, as well as
caring for her family.
She is also a bladder cancer
survivor and brings a cancer
patient’s perspective to the BEAT
team.
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HOW CAN YOU HELP US?
BEAT is actively seeking investment partners or sponsors to
help drive forward the charity’s priorities.
The story doesn’t change unless we act. To act, we need
support.
We welcome any opportunity (financial investment,
resources and skills) that progresses our mission and, in turn,
Anna’s legacy.
To get involved, contact us via:
P: Adam Lynch
0421 626016
E: info@beatbladdercanceraustralia.org.au
W: beatbladdercanceraustralia.org.au

ABN: 85980480696

